LETTER TO COURT

and the residue delivered up to the Company's treasury at Madras.

Admiral Sir Edward Hughes having thought proper to reject
every supply which we have tendered to him for the use of the fleet
under his command we deem it necessary to inform you fully of our
proceedings on this subject.

124.    In consequence of the i8th, ssnd, sgrd and 24th clauses of the
Act of the Parliament of the sist year of the present reign, entitled "An

Act for Establishing an agreement with the United
*8th ComPany" etc- whereby it is enacted that "from and

after the 5th day of July 1783 until peace shall be
restored with France, Spain and Holland the said United Company shall
provide and supply all the victualling to be delivered in the East Indies
necessary for His Majesty's ships and vessels etc., and also for all the sick
and hurt seamen belonging to such ships" etc.

125.    We on the 28 th October 1785 appointed Mr. Stephen Sulivan
to the post of Agent for furnishing all such supplies as could be procured
in these provinces, under whatever rules, orders and regulations might
be framed by the persons authorized thereunto in the 24th clause of the
said Act,  and directed him  to  comply with  all requisitions from  the
Admiral for stores of any kind procurable here.   Of this we gave imme-
diate information to the Admiral who was then gone with the whole fleet
to Bombay.

126.    Although we had no instructions from you, at this time, for
our conduct, but proceeded only on the grounds prescribed by the Act of

Parliament, we afterwards received your commands of

Consultations i8th    the  i8th June and mh July  1782,  directing us to

February, 6th March, comply fully with the said Act.    Upon which we again

wrote to the Admiral advising him of the purport of
your orders, and repeating our intentions of fulfilling the provision of
the Act, for which purpose we desired him "to favor us with timely notice
of any articles he should want from this place, that we might be able to
furnish them at the instant he had occasion for them". And observing
by a letter which he had written from Bombay to the President and Coun-
cil at Fort St. George that he desired their assistance for enabling the
correspondents of the Victualling Agent to take as large a quantity of
biscuit as possible, we ordered 12,000 bags, provided by Mr. Sulivan, to
be sent immediately to Fort St. George for the use of the fleet.

On the icth of April the Admiral acknowledged the receipt of
our first letter, [and] informed us that "the Presidency of Bombay on his
requisition to them for fulfilling the terms of the Act
^ Consultation *8th declared their inability to perform it and declined the
task/' and that he intended to make a similar appli-
cation to the Presidency of Madras, of which he -enclosed a copy, seeming
to expect his supplies entirely through their means if furnished at the